






If you see a wild animal: 

• Stay away and keep children

away.

• Keep pets indoors.

If you are bitten by an animal, 

domestic or wild: 

• Immediately wash the wound

with lots of soap and running

water.

• Call your doctor or local

health department.

• If it's a domestic animal, get

the name and address of the

animal's owner.

• If it's a wild animal, contact

a professional trapper to

confine the animal. It's best

not to try to trap the animal

yourself to prevent further

injuries.

• If the animal is dead and

needs to be picked up for

testing, wear gloves or use a

shovel to place the carcass

into a heavy plastic bag

and put it in a cold place

away from people and other

animals.

To prevent wildlife encounters: 

• Don't feed, touch, or adopt

wild animals or stray dogs or

cats.

• Vaccinate your dogs, cats,

and ferrets against rabies.

• Keep garbage secure in an

enclosed trashcan.

• Feed pets indoors or im

mediately remove all food

when they are done eating

outdoors.

• Teach children to appreciate

wildlife from a distance.
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Distributing the Vaccine 

The ORV baits, developed and manufactured by Merial 

Inc., in Athens, GA, consist of a sachet, or plastic packet, 

containing the Raboral V-RG® rabies vaccine. To make 

the baits attractive, the sachets containing vaccine are 

sprinkled with fishmeal coating or encased inside hard 

fishmeal-polymer blocks about the size of a matchbox. 

As other private companies work to develop and license 

effective vaccines, WS may integrate these baits into the 

program as well. 

When a raccoon finds a bait and bites into it, the 

sachet ruptures, allowing the animal to swallow the 

vaccine. Raccoons that swallow an adequate dose of the 

vaccine develop immunity to rabies. As the proportion 

of vaccinated animals in the population increases, they 

act as a buffer to stop the spread of the disease to other 

wildlife, domestic animals, and people. 

Field crews distribute the ORV baits by air or ground 

baiting. Fixed-wing aircraft are the most effective means 

for distributing large numbers of the ORV baits. Hand

baiting is important for reaching urban areas, where 

there may be safety risks associated with distributing 

baits from planes, and for lessening the likelihood that 

people and domestic animals will contact the baits. 
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